
 

16-22 September 2011, European Mobility Week 
Two out of every three young people in the Basque Autonomous 
Region declare they usually walk or cycle in their towns. Many 
others travel in public transport or share cars. 

On occasion of the European Mobility Week, the Basque Youth Observatory 
has published some data related to sustainable mobility systems usually 
used by young people aged 15 to 29 in the Basque Autonomous Region. 
These data come from a research project conducted by the Basque Youth 
Observatory between November and December 2010. 

According to these data, 64% of people aged 15 to 29 usually move on foot 
or by bicycle in their towns; 15% do so occasionally, while 21% never or 
hardly ever use these systems in their towns. 

Walking and cycling are more common in Bizkaia (66%) and Gipuzkoa 
(64%) than in Araba (59%); in medium-sized municipalities (68%) and 
capitals (64%); among women (67%) and among people under 20 years of 
age (71%), and then the figures decrease as age increases. 

 

64% of youths also state they use public transport or share cars, while 19% 
do so occasionally and 16% never or hardly ever use these systems. In this 
case, the differences between groups are even more significant. This type of 
travel is more common in Bizkaia (74%), in medium-sized municipalities 
(68%) and in capitals (67%), among women (71%) and among people 
under 20 years of age (78%). As age increases, there is a remarkable 
change in travel preferences. 

Frequency of walking or bicycle use in towns based on age
among young people in the Basque Autonomous Region
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Young people who are working are least inclined to walk or use bicycles 
(53%) or public transport or car sharing (51%), which may be due to the 
distance and physical location of their destinations on one hand and on their 
increased purchasing power, on the other hand, which means that they 
have access to their own vehicles. 

Concerning future prospects, 83% of young people in the Basque 
Autonomous Region state that they would be prepared to make greater use 
of public transport, walk or cycle within the framework of an energy saving 
campaign.  

The groups that display a greater willingness to use sustainable transport 
are, in fact, those that use them most at present: young people living in 
Bizkaia (86%), in medium-sized municipalities (86%) or capital cities 
(85%), women (88%) and those under 20 years of age (91%). 

 

Frequency of travel in public transport or sharing cars based
on age among young people in the Basque Autonomous Region
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Willingness to use public transport or to walk or use a bicycle
based on sex and age among young people in the Basque

Autonomous Region (%)
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